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June 23, 2016
Dear Funeral Director:

The Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs State Veterans Cemetery Program strives for
excellence in the provision of services to all who request interment at our cemeteries. The
Department carefully works to ensure its five cemeteries are a place of honor for our 422,000
veterans and their eligible dependents.

The purpose of this letter is to provide updated information on the availability of burial sites
for Jewish Veterans in sectioned off areas of the cemeteries. In addition, the letter clarifies
information in Section 39.11 of Title 38, Code of Federal Regulations, which defines how a
state may be eligible for a US Department of Veterans Affairs 100% funded grant.

At this time, there remain two new burial sites for Jewish Veterans at Garrison Forest
Veterans Cemetery. If it is the wish of a Jewish Veteran or family member to be interred in an
apportioned section, there are limited burial sites available at the Cheltenham and Crownsville
Veterans Cemeteries.

The practice of establishing reserved sections for certain categories of individuals is prohibited
at all Veteran Affairs National Cemeteries and grant funded State Veteran Cemeteries. The
US Department of Veterans Affairs no longer allows apportioning sections of a cemetery to
Jewish Veterans. In order for the Department to meet eligibility criteria for a 100% funded
grant from the US Department of Veterans Affairs, the State of Maryland must certify
compliance with Section 39.11 of Title 38, Code of Federal Regulations including all Federal
Statutes relating to non-discrimination.

The Cemetery Program is honored to know it is the busiest of its kind in the nation. To our
funeral directors, we greatly appreciate the service you provide to our veterans and their
families. If you have questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 410-923-6981.
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Chris Piscitelln
Director, Cemetery & Memorial Programs
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